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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN, OPENING OSMOND TERRACE 
CLINIC. NORWOOD. 1.11.74. 
Dr. Gaby, Dr. Dibden, My Ministerial and Parliamentary colleagues, 
ladies and gentlemen : 
Thank you very much for asking me to perform this ceremony. I'm 
particularly pleased to do so because, as Premier, I'm very well 
aware of the importance of the Board's work - also because the 
clinic itself is within my electorate. 
It's also an example of enlightenment. 
Don Banfield has referred to the Federal Government's grant which 
made it possible to set up this clinic and to incorporate in it 
facilities which are second to none. As such it's a further 
instance of the enlightened Federal-State co-operation in many 
fields which is proving so valuable to South Australians. 
) It's also an example of our more enlightened approach to the 
problems of alcoholism and drug addiction and their treatment. 
In the past we have as a community tended to sweep them under the 
carpet - to regard people with these problems as outcasts entirely 
responsible for their affliction to be left to suffer as ous"t 
retribution rather than simply as patients with a disease which 
needs treatment (admittedly often complex treatment) and which 
responds to treatment. 
The consequential cost, in the squandering of human resources and in 
the private family tragedies, was appalling - more appalling still 
when it's realised that so much of it is avoidable. 
^We in Australia are fortunate, indeed, in that we've so far been 
spared the ghastly effects of widespread hard drug, addiction that 
has racked other developed countries. We've also taken measures 
to minimise its occurrence in future with severe penalties for drug 
pushers and recognition of the user's need for treatment. We also 
need to establish now specialist treatment services - such as those 
offered here - to ensure that it remains manageable. 
We haven't escaped the problems of alcoholism. It's the fourth 
most significent disease we have to contend with - exceeded only 
by heart diseases, mental illness and cancer. 
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Apart from the grave social problems it causes, it is, medically, 
a killer. It's estimated that about 15% of all patients admitted 
to a leading Melbourne hospital are there for causes attributable 
in some measure to alcolholism. There's no reason to suppose that 
the South Australian situation is markedly different. 
And the persistence of the problem, too, suggests that we need a 
better - and more enlightened - approach. 
Unless we develop new therapeutic approaches and maintain special 
addiction services we shall continue to suffer the grave social 
dislocations and ultimate unnecessary loss of life it occasions. 
The services offered by this Clinic will provide a fourfold 
approach to these problems of drug abuse. 
It has a separate detoxification centre, an observation unit for 
patients suffering withdrawal sicknesses, a walk-in clinic and a 
9 clinic where patients can be seen by appointment after referral 
from other agencies or units. 
Its establishment marks completion of a further stage in the 
development of the work of the Alcohol & Drug Addicts (Treatment) 
Board who've done much to establish a comprehensive network of 
facilities and to ensure that the people who need them know about 
them. 
A feature of the Board's work has been its concentration on early 
diagnosis and treatment. In this it co-operates with private 
doctors? hospitals and the courts as they have early contact with 
people with these problems, especially with drinking drivers. It 
^^ hopes to extend this range of contacts in future to promote early 
diagnosis and so avoid some of the difficulties associated with 
the rehabilitation of long-established alcoholics or drug users. 
Here I'd like to make special mention of the enthusiasm and 
foresight of the Board and their staff. 
They deal with vexing problems and with patients whose situation 
is frequently very difficult5needing much sympathy and understanding. 
Their success so far is a tribute to their professional competence 
and to their humane non-critical approach. 
This Clinic will provide a fine base from which to further extend 
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work which is invaluable to the patients they treat and the 
society they serve. 
I have very much pleasure in officially declaring it open. 
Thank You. 
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